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What happens to a NET 
team member’s heart?

“NET changed me”: Team members

Spr ing
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When the disciples decided to leave 
their nets and follow Jesus into the 
great unknown, they were never the 
same again. So it is with all of us, I 
believe, when we decide to give our 
lives to Christ and leave our old ways 
behind. It’s certainly true of our team 
members. We’ve shared some stories 
of this transformation with you in 
this newsletter.

Sometimes we hesitate to commit 
our lives to Christ and let Him 
into every aspect of our lives. Are 
we afraid that God will take away 
our safety net? That He will require 
something of us that we think will 
make us unhappy? Perhaps we think 
there’s a part of ourselves that is 
beyond His power to transform.

Do you have dreams for your life? 
So does God. This Easter season, 
let us give Jesus every aspect of our 
lives. Do you trust in God’s love for 
you? God’s vision of our life is the 
one that will make us happiest. Yes, 
a life with Christ is a life that is not 
free of trial. But it is a life full of joy 
and peace.

Happy Spring to you all and may 
God shower you with Easter bless-
ings for all your support of NET 
Ministries of Canada.

What happens to a NET 
team member’s heart? Stacey Redl, age 19, SK: 

I chose to come on NET because I wanted 
to lead others to Christ and make a 

difference in people’s 
lives. Little did I know 
that my own heart would 
be touched more deeply 
than those God would 
reach through me. 

Before coming on NET, 
my prayer life did not 
go beyond praying the 
rosary with my family. The 
idea of having a personal 
prayer life was a bit scary. 
I was afraid that if I really 
allowed God into the 

silence of my heart, He might ask something 
drastic of me like selling everything I own and 
starting a mission in a third-world country. 
But, I soon discovered that all God was 
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Pope John Paul II
address from World Youth Day, 2002, Toronto

Patrick O’Donovan, age 19, BC: 
NET has impacted my life in countless 
ways. There was a NET parish team in 
my church in 2002 in 
Kamloops, BC. I grew in 
my faith because of that 
program and so I joined 
NET because I wanted to 
give teens the same chance 
that I had to know Jesus in 
a more personal way. 

For me, I thought NET 
was going to be about how 
I could help others and give 
them an opportunity to 
grow in their relationship 
with God. Man, I was 
wrong! I didn’t realize that NET was also 
about building your own relationship with 
God. Being put on a team with a bunch of 
strangers and sharing a mission can be hard. 

You are young, and the Pope is old…
But the Pope still fully identifies with your 

hopes and aspirations. Although I have lived 
through much darkness, … I have seen 

enough evidence to be unshakably convinced 
that no difficulty, no fear is so great that it can 

completely suffocate the hope that springs 
eternal in the hearts of the young. 

You are our hope, the young are our hope.”

We love you, Holy Father. Rest in peace, with all 
the souls of the faithfully departed.



NET Canada sends out Catholic young adult teams who share their faith with 
over 20,000 youth in dioceses across Canada each year.

Can You Help Us?
Our two 15-passenger vans are vital to our ministry. They transport 
the two travelling teams from town to town and allow them to reach 
out to 16,000 youth each year. As with all old vehicles with heavy 
mileage, they are extremely costly to maintain. We have already 
spent $30,000 in repairs & maintenance this year and the teams still 
have two more months of travel. When something breaks, it must 
be fixed wherever the team is without delay. Parishes and schools 
count on the teams to maintain their schedule. We must purchase 
new vans this summer for the 2005-06 season. NET has been 
blessed with the donation of three vans in its 11 year history (one 
through the Ontario Knights of Columbus and the others through 
a private foundation). Perhaps you may be able to help. 

Music & Teens
Did you know that youth today listen to an average of 6 hours 
of music everyday?* Music plays an important role in the life of 
the average teen, which is why the NET teams use contemporary 
Christian music on retreat and in their parish programs as one 
way to proclaim the Gospel. NET led a training conference titled 
“Music, Mass and Youth” on April 2 in Ottawa for over 100 
musicians involved in youth ministry. Led by Garth Pereira, NET’s 
music director, the one-day intensive workshop taught musicians 
how to reach a parish’s teen population with music ministry. We will 
be expanding this aspect of our ministry in the future. Contact us 
for more information (ph: 613-521-4426; mail@netcanada.ca)
 

asking of me was to let Him share in my daily 
joys and struggles. My relationship with Him 
has become something intimate and I have 
experienced the true power of prayer.

God has also used my teammates to allow 
me to grow closer to Him. Experiencing 
their spirituality has influenced me in so 
many ways. Holy Week was so special this 
year. My team had the privilege of spending 

Patrick, continued…
NET has taught me more about myself than 
I could probably have found out alone. 
I realize now that it’s not just other people 
revealing more of myself to me, but God 
working through my teammates. 

He has shown me what it really is to be 
humble. I thought that humility was 
pretending to be bad at something when 
someone complimented you, so that they 
would feel better. Now I know that true 
humility isn’t pretending to not be good, 
but instead, being able to say “thank you” 
when someone compliments you and give 
the glory back to God. 

Another thing that NET has taught me is 
how to be loved. I had the idea that there 
was only one type of love and that’s it. My 
teammates have shown me that is not the 
case. Once, the girls on our team set up 
a fun scavenger hunt for the guys, just 
because they love us. To me this was a foreign 
concept. How could they do something so 
nice with no reason? I was very skeptical of 
it. Over time they helped me realize that you 
don’t have to do anything to deserve love. I 
felt like a switch in my brain had just gone 
on. That’s it, we don’t deserve God’s love 
sometimes, but He still willingly gives it to 
us everyday just because He loves us. There 
is no other reason or motive for His love. 

I think of all the times and ways that both 
of my NET teams these last two years have 
helped me to grow to love and know Jesus in 
a more personal way. My experiences with 
NET have taught me that there is a whole 
other world outside of myself going on. If 
we never look outside ourselves we would 
never get a chance to know God and the 
endless amounts of gifts and graces that 
He is willing to give us. If I want to grow, 
spiritually and emotionally, then I have to 
be willing to take those chances and do the 
hard things in this life. God is the perfect 
one to help me do that because “I can do 
all things through Him which gives me 
strength.” (Phil 4:13)

Stacey, continued… Good Friday with a family of 11 who live in 
and operate a retreat centre in North Bay, 
ON. They have the Blessed Sacrament right 
there in the retreat centre. We did a 40-
hour novena where two people remained in 
front of the tabernacle at all times. Seeing 
the faithful devotion of their family was 
so beautiful. Being away from my family 
during the Easter time has been a bit hard, 
but so much good has come out of it. It has 
caused me to feel an overwhelming sense of 

gratitude for how much God has given me. 
It is so clear to me now why God placed me 
in my family and how much support I had 
growing up in the faith. The gifts that God 
gave me I am now able to share with teens 
and families. I have grown so much this 
year and the 
relationships 
I have made 
with people 
along the 
way will last 
a lifetime.   

1247 KILBORN PLACE, OTTAWA, ONTARIO K1H 6K9, (613) 521-4426 

* (Source: LIFE TEEN)
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Ireland plans
This fall, NET sent it’s first-ever mission team to Ireland to lead 
retreats in two dioceses. The effort was very successful, and the 
dioceses have requested that we return — and stay for longer this 
time. We are busy recruiting for this mission team which will 
minister in Ireland from October, 2005 to May, 2006. Please 
keep us in your prayers as we are currently facing two needs: We 
need team members to serve on the Ireland team and we need 
financial support so we can purchase a van for the team to travel 
in. Perhaps your heart resides on the Emerald Isle and you would 
like to support this venture. Many young people were touched 
deeply by our mission team in the fall of 2004. Partner with us as 
we make this coming year even more impacting!

Proclaim the Risen Christ!
Are you between age 18 - 30 and pumped about your faith? On a 
travelling team, you will travel 50,000 kilometres and help facilitate 
120 to 150 retreats during the year. Or, as a parish team member, 
you will build a parish youth ministry program that will last for 
years to come. As either one, you’ll talk about what God has done 
in your life, sing songs, perform dramas, teach young people 
how to pray, form lifelong friendships with your teammates, and 
learn how to read a road map like nobody’s business. Sound like 
a challenge? It is. But don’t worry — we’ll teach you how to do it 
all. Get more information at www.netcanada.ca, including dates 
of upcoming interview weekends and deadlines. Don’t delay. The 
teams are already half-filled.

“What I got out of the retreat was why I 
believe in God and that God would help us 
with our burdens. In our discussion groups 
we were asked why we believe in God and I 
couldn’t think of a reason why. Now I can 
say I believe in God because I am Christian 
and because there is enough proof in my life 
that God is there. The retreat has brought 
me closer to God and I sort of understand 
more about what he did for us. Now I 
believe that He died on the cross for us 
because He loves us and that people can 
change and He wants us to know that He 
still cares for us and will always forgive us.”

— Gerald, age 14 

“I liked the retreat. It was fun. I met lots 
of new people and the dramas they did 
were funny and some were meaningful in 
religious ways. I was touched by God when 
I went to the retreat. Before I went I never 
really thought anything of going to church. 
I went to church weekly but I went because 
I was forced to go. Now I look forward to 
going and I now pray daily.”

— Jesse, age 12

“I liked everything about the retreat. I 
got a lot out of this retreat as well. I came 
to this retreat unwillingly. I had actually 
made plans to skip it. I am so glad I did 

go, though. I had lost God in my life and 
had promised Him never to have a place in 
my heart again. But your team helped me 
find Him and find my faith again. Thank 
you so much.”

— Amber, age 17 

“Hey NET, my name is Vika. I’m from 
Belarus and you’ve probably already forgot 
about me, but I didn’t forget about you 
and I won’t. The retreat was probably my 
best day in Canada since I came here. 
Because I had so much fun and I was with 
God. Especially at the end when we were 
praying to God. I couldn’t not cry. It was 
just awesome. Thank you very much.”

— Vika, age 14

Teens speak about their retreat experiences
I loved the retreat. I thought the skits were 
very moving and applicable to modern-day 
experiences. The small group was a great 
experience because I learned a lot more 
about my classmates and their beliefs. I grew 
closer to God and realized that God was the 
most important thing in my life. From now 
on I will be a more positive thinker and 
watch my comments about others.

— Kaitlyn, age 18

“I had a great time. I enjoyed listening 
to your stories. It’s a lot easier to relate to 
you people because you are younger and 
understand the types of things we are going 
through. Lately my faith and hope have 
been going downhill because of certain 
things going on in my life right now. I found 
that the retreat helped me cope a little 
better. Thank you for presenting to us that 
wonderful day. You guys rock!”

— Stephanie, age 15

“Yes, I think my faith has been changed 
because of the retreat. I understand now 
that I need to pray more, like when I was 
younger. Like, that night when I went home, 
before I went to bed, I prayed for the first 
time in seven years — I really enjoyed it.”

— Sarah, age 17

“…I had promised 
God never to have 
a place in my heart 

again. But your team 
helped me find my 

faith again.”



CALLING ALL ALUMNI!
We have a new alumni program! Alumni 
have enjoyed recent reunions in Kamloops 
and Saskatoon. There will be a reunion in 
Halifax on May 21, and another in Edmonton 
on June 11. Contact Charity at the NET 
office for more details.

DOING ANY SPRING 

CLEANING?
If you have extra books looking for a good 
home, you can send them our way! NET 
is looking to build a reference library. 
Currently, we use our personal collections 
to do research, lend to team members, etc. 
We are interested in Catholic bibles, works 
by the Saints, encyclicals and other papal 
documents, copies of Humanae Vitae, “I 
Believe in Love” by Fr. John d’Elbee and 
other popular works. We would also be 
interested in shelving units you would like 
to donate. Thank you!

What’s Happening?

DID YOU KNOW…
…that 60% of our support comes from 
donations of less than $100? No amount is 
too small to help reach out to teens with the 
Gospel. Our fundraising goal for this fiscal 
year (July ‘04 - June ‘05) is $440,000. So far 
we have raised $397,000 (thank you!), and 
need an additional $43,000.

FEEDBACK FROM OUR 

FRIENDS!
“It is with great pleasure that I write to you 
after my family hosted a couple of NET team 
members. Learning that one of the young 
ladies played guitar, I kidded her that she was 
taking my job (I usually do music for Sunday 
Mass with other musicians). 

I was privileged to experience the tail end of 
the school retreat, and blessed to have one 
of the team ask if she could pray with me. 
I had wondered a bit about the generation 
gap, but we had no trouble conversing. The 
girls were very polite and easy to get along 
with. (One of them even called me as her 
“Host Dad”, which warmed my heart!) If 
there was any disapointment, it was the 
uncooperative weather. We were hoping 
for a “snow day” so that we could all spend 
another day together. However, that wasn’t 
in God’s plans. I’m thankful that we had the 
opportunity to meet these wonderful young 
people. May God bless you in His work and 
keep you safe in your travels.”
— signed, A Proud “Host Dad”, John Godin, 

Cambridge, ON

“Enclosed is a cheque as a donation to NET. 
We thoroughly enjoy reading “Networks” 
telling about all the teams and their work. 
It is wonderful. May God bless all of you.”

— Evelyn Leach, Bancroft, ON

“I hosted two bright young ladies. They get a 
‘10 out of 10’. They did more for me than I 
did for them. You are doing great work. My 
grandson has expressed an interest in your 
mission! Keep up the good work.”

— Frances Carney, Tottenham, ON

“A week ago the NET team finished a retreat 
for our grade 7 and 8 students. The students 
told me they really enjoyed the retreat. Also, 
our pastoral worker was really impressed with 
the team’s performance. The NET team has 
done an excellent job evangelizing our youth. 
What I really appreciated was that the whole 
team asked me if I had time to hear their 
confessions. My teaching has always been 
that actions are a better teaching method 
than words. Enclosed is a cheque. It is a 
personal gift. A special thank you again for the 
wonderful work you are doing from coast to 
coast. You are in my daily prayers.”

— Rev. Peter Nijssen, Bienfait, SK

I want to help 
renew the faith of 
Catholic youth in 

Canada!

q I would like to give a one-time gift of: $ _______ (Please enclose cheque or fill in credit card info below)
q I would like to give a monthly gift of: $ _______ 

q I would like to have a monthly gift deducted automatically from:
  q my chequing account: (Please include a voided cheque)
  q my credit card: q Visa q MasterCard q Other ____ 
   

qMr. qMrs. qMiss qMr. & Mrs. qOther

Name
Address
City      Province

Postal Code   Phone (         )         

Donations tax deductible 
(Reg. Charity # 89411 6854 RR0001)

NET Ministries of Canada
1247 Kilborn Place 

Ottawa, ON K1H 6K9
613.521.4426 – fax 613.521.2541

www.netcanada.ca

I hereby authorize NET Ministries of Canada to make a monthly deduction from my 
bank chequing account or credit card for the amount indicated above.  
Signature _______________________________________ Date _________

(all preauthorized donations are processed on the 15th of the month)

Card number _______ - _______ - _______ - _______  Exp. Date _____ /_____ 

YES!


