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"'Love IS a choice," writes one
team member

Through my year of serving on NET
the Lord has blessed me immensely.

The Gospel that
keeps on giving

When you share your faith with oth-

come closer to Him, and He makes use
of my teammates and even my ministry

ers, you can expect many things to
happen. Yes, like the parable of the
sower and the seeds that fall on differ-
ent kinds of soil, you will experience
rejection, some half-hearted respons-
es, or no response at all. But many of
those seeds will take root and you will
see fruit!

At NET Ministries, we have learned
that the teams have a ripple effect.
The teams reach out to youth with
the Gospel, and what happens? The
youth are touched and they want to
see other youth have that same experi-
ence. So they reach out to other youth
with the Gospel. And so on. And it's

My first contact with
a NET team was last
year at the “Lift Jesus

Higher” rally in To- |

ronto. I was so moved
to see so many young
people serving the Lord
and leading others to
Christ that | felt that the
Lord was calling me to
do something more to
evangelize youth. And
so | applied to NET.

In my heart, I was con-
vinced that serving on
NET entailed leading

Maria Cabal, age 23, Columbia

work to continuously
change my heart.
One of the many
things that I have
learned this year is
that “God doesn’t
call the equipped, He
equips the called”,
and that has been
the reality for me this
year. God has been
trying to make me

| understand that He

hasn’'t chosen me be-
cause | am the best
evangelizer in the
world or because |

beautiful. And powerful. others to Jesus, but in fact,
it is more than that. The Lord himself, in

his infnite love and mercy, wanted me to

am very talented; He

has chosen me because | desire to love
This newsletter features the stories

of Martin and Maria, two current
NET team members serving on par-
ish-based teams. Maria and Martin
were touched by an encounter with
a past NET team and were changed.
Then they were inspired to serve Jesus
by becoming NET team members
themselves. In a few years, we will
see other young men and women in-
terested in serving on NET and they
will say that they once met a young
man named Martin or a young woman
named Maria who shared the Gospel
with them and now they want to serve
Jesus too. And the wonderful "after-
effects” will continue. Praise God!

Continued, page 2
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‘ Connecting with donors
E hither and yon

Claire Winchester, responsible for NET's development, hits the
road to meet donors and bishops in Ontario and in Alberta. She and
James Mikulasik, our Executive Director, reviews NET’s projects
and current challenges, and seeks input on securing NET's future.




Maria, continued ...

Him. He has shown me a lot about
myself by interacting with my team, and
the more | discover my weaknesses, the
more | am convinced that | need the
grace of God for everything that | do.

NET has been one of the best experi-
ences of my life. God has given me the
gift to renew my relationship with Him
and to have a more intimate connection
with Him through my prayer life. Before
NET I only prayed when | felt like it or

when | needed something. Now | fnd
that by taking time everyday just to spend
with God | can make Him part of my
day, and it has become a lot easier for
me to live continuously in His presence.

God has taught me, not only through my
prayer, but also through the great gift of
my team, what it really means to love.
My team members love unconditionally.
For them, love comes frst. No matter
how hard it may become or how much
work needs to get done, they still take the
time to smile at each other, to cheer up

whomever is down, to share an encourag-
ing word or to affrm the good in each
other. Jesus has shown me through them
that love is a choice, a choice that is not
easy to make sometimes, but still we are
called to make it and follow his example
at Calvary. As St. Therese of Liseux says,
“We are called to do ordinary things with
extraordinary love,” and it is in the little
things of our team’s daily routine that
God challenges me the most to live the
life of a disciple and to choose love.

NET an "amazing gift' for one team member

Martin Skipper, age 19, Ottawa, ON

This year on NET has been the most
rewarding time of my life. When |
was in high school, a NET team came
to my parish in Ottawa and started up
a “Lifeteen” program. God worked
through the seven NET team members,
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bringing me back to Him. Soon, | wanted
to do the same type of work that the
team was doing. | wanted to bring other
youth to Christ the way the NET team
had done for me. So, | applied to NET
Ministries and was accepted to serve on
a parish-based team in Bradford, ON.

Coming on NET, I thought the highlight
of my year would be bringing Christ to
teens. Little did I know what was in store
for my own spiritual life. My prayer life
grew immensely, my faith went to a new
depth, and 1 learned things about my
heart that I did not even know I had in
it. One of the best parts for me has also
been the experience of living and working
alongside my teammates. They are seven
of the greatest people | have met in a
long time. I have learned that the people
around us are a glimpse of God’s glory.

Coming to Bradford has been such
an awesome experience. The priests,
the community, and the teens are such
amazing people. Seeing the teens grow
has been great. We just recently had an
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evening program for the teens to teach
them about Confession. Seeing the
teens go and take part in the sacrament
has been the most rewarding part of
the ministry so far. Bradford is a little
town that 1 am never going to forget.

This year serving on NET is irreplaceable.
The people | have met, the growth that
has taken place in my own heart and
the friendships | have gained with my
teammates are all things | thank the
Lord for each day. Even though I am
going to miss my team and the parish
in Bradford at the end of the year when
we go home, | know that the love | have
for all of them is much greater than
the diffculty of being away from it all.
None of the gifts | have been blessed
with this year would be possible with out
the amazing gift NET has been to me.

PARISH AND YOUTH
MINISTRY MUSICIANS:

Check out NET's new outreach
called Massive Worship at
www.massiveworship.ca. NET
is working to make training and
resources accessible to help you
energize and maximize your music
ministry efforts. Call Garth Pereira,
NET's music coordinator, for more
information at 1-877-521-4426.
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NET supporters meet

by NET staff member Claire Winchester, respon-
sible for development

NET Ministries held small dinner events in
Ottawa, Cornwall, Edmonton, and Calgary.
The purpose of the events was to thank
some of NET’s long term supporters, raise
awareness about NET’s projects, and seek
advice and much needed support.

NET’s mission is to train young people
between the ages of 18 and 30 to minister
to youth in parishes and schools across
Canada. Imagine how powerful the mes-
sage of Christ becomes when shared by
young people with young people. NET
Canada is in its 12th year and more and
more bishops across Canada are inviting
NET teams to their respective dioceses
to reach out to their young parishioners
who in essence represent the future of the
Catholic Church in Canada.

NET’s fnancial survival depends on the
generosity of Catholics across Canada.
Each period of growth is accompanied
by a rise in administrative and operational
costs. Due to increased demand from
dioceses, NET will increase its teams by
one from 7 to 8 for 2006-2007. This will
allow NET to reach another 8,000 young
people. Expenses include staff training and
resources; recruiting and training teams of
volunteers for the evangelization of youth;
purchasing another 12-15-passenger van;
and paying for insurance and van upkeep,
etc. The Ontario Chapter of the Knights
of Columbus gave us a van four years ago
and we indicated on the body of the van
NET’s name as well as the Knights of Co-
lumbus as our sponsor. Many thanks to all
of our friends who pledge additional dona-
tions to keep the teams going strong!

Photos from the Calgary event, March 3:
1. Right: Jim Hart; left: Al Jeffries

2. Peggy Hart & Most Reverend Fred Henry, Bishop of the Diocese of Calgary
3. Dorothy Burns and Dr. Lisa Penner

4. Lucie &John Van de Laak (parents of NET staff member Jennifer Van de Laak)
5. NET executive director James Mikulasik, NET schedule coordinator
Christine Korneluk & Terry Jeffries

6. Left to right, Raymond Savage, Agnes Bedard (National President, Catholic
Women's League) & Sister Pat Darbyshire, Sisters of Charity of St. Louis
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Other News

RECRUITING YOUNG
CATHOLICS

How would you like to spend a year mak-
ing a huge difference in the world? Do you
dream of doing something amazing with
your faith? NET is currently accepting
applications for the 2006-07 ministry year,
and we are hot on the trail of young adult
Catholics with a passion for the Gospel.
Each year, our NET teams proclaim the
Gospel and make a difference in the lives
of 28,000 young Catholics across Canada
and Ireland. Sound interesting? We want to
hear from you. Check out www.netcanada.
ca or call 1-877-521-4426 and ask for Corey.

BE OUR PARTNER!
Inorder to support our work, we need your help.
You can support the work of the teams,
described in this newsletter, by sending a
cheque, or by using our convenient pre-
authorized withdrawal system from your
chequing account or credit card. Together we
can touch the hearts of thousands of teens!

Q 1 would like to give a one-time gift of: $

| want to help
renew the faith of
Catholic youth!

RETREAT FEEDBACK!
"Dear NET Team, thank you so much for
visiting my school yesterday. Your presenta-
tion really opened my mind to new things,
especially the reasons why Confrmation is
such a joyous day. On December 23, the
day before Christmas Eve, my grandmother
passed away. It has been a really hard time
for my family and me but ever since then,
I have been trying to pray and spend more
time with God. When we were given the op-
portunity to pray silently, | was able to think
deeply about my life, God, and the plan He
has for me. | really enjoyed this, and the skits,
which explained many things I never realized
or understood before. The life experiences
you all shared were also very helpful, as they
allowed me to understand the greatness of
being a Catholic. From this experience, | have
become a lot more excited about confrma-
tion, not because of the party afterwards, but
because of the fact that | will become an adult
in the Catholic Church and will be closer to
discovering God’s plan for me. Your visit
made me think more about life and the way
God and my grandmother would want me to
live it. My faith in God has changed greatly
and | would like to thank all of you for the
chance to be able to discover God’s love for
all of us. Thank you so much and God bless
all of you."

Joanna Woodbridge, ON

"ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE"
When you send a donation to NET Minis-
tries, it goes into helping keep the 7 NET
teams in action as they travel the country
and beyond, proclaiming the Gospel to teens
and families.

Did you know that NET Ministries keeps
three large 15-passenger vans on the road
every year so that our NET teams can
drive from parish to parish to conduct
retreats in schools and parishes bringing the
Word of Christ to Canadian youth? Each
van costs $45,000; the insurance to cover
designated drivers averages $30,000 per year;
and van maintenance varies from $20,000
to $30,000 per year. Every year, all the
vans require major maintenance and repair
work, including brake adjustments and tire
replacement.

Just to keep our vans rolling, we need your
help -- we need your donations! Our sincer-
est thanks to all of you who send in fnan-
cial gifts to our ministry. We pray for you
daily and rejoice that we have found partners
who share our zeal for the evangelization

of teens! It's a pleasure serving with you!

OMr. OMrs. OMiss UMr. & Mrs. dOther

Name

Address

City Province
Postal Code Phone (__)

QO 1 would like to give a monthly gift of: $

U I would like to have a monthly gift deducted automatically from:

U my chequing account: (Please include a voided cheque)
U my credit card: U Visa U MasterCard U Other

Card number - -

- Exp. Date  /

I hereby authorize NET Ministries of Canada to make a monthly deduction from my
bank chequing account or credit card for the amount indicated above.

Signature

Date

(Please enclose cheque or fill in credit card info below)

Donations tax deductible
(Reg. Charity # 89411 6854 RR0001)

NET Ministries of Canada
1820 St. Joseph Blvd.
Orleans, ON Ki1C 7C6
1.877.521.4426 — fax 1.613.841.4296
www.netcanada.ca




