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Meet John and Aldina Grimard, who make 
their home in Chiliwack, B.C. together 
with their 10 children, aged 21 years to 11 
months.  For the Grimard’s, NET is becom-
ing a family affair. Their eldest, 21-year-old 
Josh, volunteered a year on a NET team 
two years ago.  He returned to do a second 
year, along with his sister Chelsea, age 19,  
during this past year.  A few months ago 
their son Justin, age 17, announced that he 
would like to give it a try and will be leaving 
home in the fall to proclaim the Gospel on 
a NET team.  

The entire family drove cross-country to 
attend Josh and Chelsea’s year-end NET 
celebration in Ottawa.  We sat down with 
John and Aldina to get their thoughts on 
NET and on what it is like to raise 10 chil-
dren in the faith.

What was it like to see your oldest children 
leave home for NET?
Aldina: It was hard with Josh, since that was 
our fi rst time seeing our child leave home. 
But sending him to NET made it easier be-
cause we saw that NET has the same morals 
and beliefs that we have at home.  

I remember when Josh came home at 
Christmas time during his fi rst year ‘on 
the road’, he said that NET was like an 
extension of  what we were teaching him at 
home.  I think that is such a blessing.  As 

a parent, you always hope that 
what your children are getting 
at school or elsewhere outside 
the home is reinforcing what 
you have been teaching them at 
home.  We had that with NET.  
Josh told us that the tools we 
gave him while he was living 
at home helped him with his 
NET experience.

John: It was hard to have him gone, 
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The Grimard's in February, 2005 (l to r): 
Jordan(age 12), Elijah(age 2), parents John & Aldina, Brittney(age 7), Tyler (age 16) Shaelyn(age 8 
mos.), Chelsea(age 20), Brandon(age 14), Kayla(age 9), Justin(age 18), Joshua(age 21)

as he was my main foreman with my roofi ng 
business, so we worked together side-by-
side everyday.  I missed him as a son, too.  
But I knew that he had a mission.  He was 
making his own tracks, and that’s really im-
portant as a young man.  We want our kids 
to fi nd their own way.  

So what are the skills you teach your kids 
at home that have really helped Josh and 
Chelsea on the road?

Aldina: I think the most important is learn-
ing how to live "in community".  We’ve 
always said to our kids that we are going to 
teach them how to be missionaries in their 
own home, so that when they leave home, 
they won’t have a hard time adjusting to 
that.  They have to share.  When you live 
with 10 people in a house with one shower, 
those are the things that you learn. If  I take 
a 10-minute shower, the person behind me 
will have no hot water. So it’s that sacrifi c-
ing, and thinking about others.

And so your children learn that these are 
not just "life skills" that you are teaching 
them, but also Biblical principles that Jesus 
teaches us, right? 
John:  I think they learn these Christian 
principles by watching you just live it.  



NET Canada sends out Catholic young adult teams who share their faith 
with over 20,000 youth in dioceses across Canada each year.

WWW.NETCANADA.CA

1247  KILBORN PLACE, OTTAWA,  ONTARIO  K1H 6K9, (613) 521-4426  

Aldina: I agree.  One time Josh was telling 
a person he had just met about the size of  
our family and she said, “Oh, your parents 
are probably finished having kids now, are 
they?”  So Josh said, “Well, my parents are 
always open to new life.”  When he told me 
about that, it helped me by encouraging me.  
At that point I was thinking I don’t know if  
I could handle any more children.  But that 
discussion with Josh helped me remember 
that we always value life no matter what 
stage we are at.  I think that’s what Josh 
and Chelsea and our other kids are doing 
for us now is that 
they encourage us 
by bringing back 
to us what we’ve 
taught them. 

Today during the 
closing banquet 
when the teams 
prayed with the 
families with their 
hands on our shoul-
ders, it was beauti-
ful.  I was sitting 
there thinking, here 
we are, John and I, 
and we’ve prayed 
over our children 
often.  Every time 
they leave the house or go to bed at night, 
we would bless them.  And here they come, 
returning that to us.  

Knowing that we were going to have this 
discussion today, we sat down with our kids 
and we asked them, why do you guys think 
you have the faith you have?  Some of  them 
said to us, “It’s your faithfulness to each 
other and working together with your mar-
riage that has shown us what faith is”.

Tell us about what impact NET has had on 
your children.
Aldina: What of  the greatest things that I 

found about Josh going to NET was seeing 
his ability to love unconditionally, and show 
forgiveness.  As a parent, you’re not always 
doing what’s right.  As a kid growing up, 
there’s got to be times when you think your 
parents didn’t treat you right, or what they 
did wasn’t fair.  That was the greatest thing 
for me was experiencing Josh speak about 
his love for us, because you know that in 
that love is forgiveness for their hurts.  And 
that’s the same thing we saw in Chelsea, 
being able to phone us and write us and 
tell us she loves us.  I believe that without 
NET they wouldn’t have been able to do 
that so easily.

And now you’ve got 
Justin coming on the 
road. Any thoughts 
about that?
John: We’ve opened a 
can of  worms!  Now 
with Josh and Chelsea 
having volunteered 
with NET, there are 
7 more on their way. I 
can see this becoming 
a trend in our family, 
which is fine. As long 
as it works for them.  
My other kids here 
today have been 
glued, eyes watch-
ing the NET teams.  

They see how much excitement there is 
among them and they see the other NET 
team members all fired up and having fun 
and they see it’s a good thing.  The seeds 
are planted.

Aldina: A girlfriend of  mine who was on 
NET years ago, told me that with Josh go-
ing on NET that incredible things would 
happen in our life.  Well, we saw it little bit 
by little bit, but now, especially after two 
years, we sit down so often and say, gosh, 
look how God has blessed us and look at 
the miracles that have been happening in 
our life.  God’s blessings have always been 
there, but especially just since Josh and 
Chelsea have been with NET, we are in 
awe at how our life is changing and how 
we’ve been blessed.

John: God continues to work in our 
home.   

The Grimard's, cont'dé

Fulton Sheen once coined the 
phrase that a family who prays 
together, stays together.  This is 
needed now more than ever before.

While staying with host families our 
NET team members invite the family 
to pray with them at the end of  the 
day.  Some families have never had the 
experience of  praying together.  Once 
they do, miracles can and do happen.  
I’ve seen families who barely speak 
to one another come together and 
pray.  Once they encounter the love 
of  Christ in this experience, many 
choose to make it a family tradition.  
This can change their family forever.

It doesn’t need to be complicated.  
One method is to gather together and 
everyone takes a turn saying one thing 
they would like to thank God for and 
one thing they would like to ask God 
for.  Then you can end by praying an 
“Our Father”, “Hail Mary” and a “Glory 
Be.”  Ask the Holy Spirit for inspira-
tion on what will work with your family.

It is not always easy.  I remember 
praying the family rosary grudgingly 
with my family on our ranch in B.C.  
But now I definitely see how we 
were protected and sheltered in love 
through this prayer.  Now my wife Pati 
and I have chosen this as our family 
prayer as well and hope to pass this 
on to our 2-year-old son Liam (and 
our new arrival coming this October!)

May your family prayer be the conduit that 
fills your family to overflowing with His 
love, peace, hope and joy.  It is possible.

All in the familyAll in the family

ñésince Josh and 
Chelsea have been 
with NET we are in 
awe at how our life 

is changing and how 
we've been blessed.ò



Parents take the microphone at NET's year-end celebrationé

God is Good!
The 2004-2005 NET teams completed their year of  ministry and 
have returned to their homes towns across Canada and beyond.  
With God's grace and the support of  our many partners, they were 
able to accomplish the following across Canada:

The NET teams proclaimed the Gospel to 
20,000 youth in 27 dioceses 

from coast to coast.

The travelling teams organized and led 251 retreats.

The parish teams led 87 "Life Nights", 
(an evangelization program held after Sunday youth Masses.)

Well done, teams!  Let us begin to pray for the new 2005-06 NET 
teams.  Their ministry begins with training in late August.

My son Steven just finished his second year 
with NET.  When we let Steven come to NET, 
I was kind of  expecting that it would be an 
experience for Steven of  his giving, and that 
other people would receive from him.  But 
what we found out in his two years is that 
Steven has received so much and changed so 
much.  I’m particularly impressed with the 
training that happens.  There is a lot of  train-
ing before he even went out on the road and 
he learned so much about relationships and 
praying and Scripture, and he really grew from 
all of  that .  So now when he comes home 
I’m really seeing the fruit of  that.  He’s always 
been a creative student and he’ll always have 
his own personality and we love that about 
him, and I’m just glad to see that all focused 
now on loving God and loving and serving 
others.  I thank NET Ministries and I think it’s 
really wonderful and we love you Steven.

ñ Pat Mierendorf, Ypsilanti, Michigan

We come from Guatemala and we had never 
heard of  NET until our daughter came home 
for World Youth Day in Toronto with a NET 
brochure.  She was about to attend university 
in Guatemala.  We come from a big family 
very active in service of  the Church and in 
love of  God.  When she came to Canada 
for this we missed her a lot because she is 
very special at home and in the parish. But 
we knew that God had a purpose with her 
coming here.  When she started sharing little 

drops of  what she was doing it was amazing 
because our country is so big in our faith.  
Religion is so much a part of  our daily life, 
but not here in North America.  We were 
astonished to see the spirit here at NET and 
to see how God works especially among the 
youth around here.  I just pray that you will 
keep on shining and bringing God’s love to 
the rest of  the world. Thank you.

ñ Mrs. Pezzarossi, 
Guatemala City, Guatemala

I’m a raised Catholic and we go to Mass … 
certainly when my mother is in town!  Several 
years ago Charlie started leaving the house 
on Monday night, I said “Where are you go-
ing?”.  He said, “Bible study.”  But as you 
know Catholics don’t read the Bible! Tuesday 
night he was leaving the house for Bible study. 
Wednesday night he was leaving the house 
for Bible study.  Friday morning and Sunday 
afternoon he was leaving the house for Bible 
study.  This story ends on a serious note, 
just to say that there is another force work-
ing through Charlie to get to me. I stopped 
Charlie one day as he was leaving the house 
to do what I suspected he was going to do. 
I said, “Hold on.  We’re Catholics.  You’re at 
Bible study half  the week.  What are we doing, 
son?  Are we suddenly trying to get a straight 
A in Bible study?”  He said, “No, Dad, we’re 
trying to get to heaven.”  That me pause and 

I said, “Yes, Charlie, we’re all trying to get to 
heaven.”  And so from whatever source that 
was, thank you Charlie because you’re making 
a difference in my life.

ñ Margaret Welbes, Houston, Texa

When we sent the youngest of  our children 
really far away to Canada to do NET, all the 
other kids in his class were going off  to other 
academic endeavors.  He didn’t even apply to 
university because he was so sure that NET 
was what he wanted to do.  

When his team did a rally in Toronto in April 
I really had to come up and hear him since he 
was giving the main talk of  the youth rally.  It 
just wasn’t working for me to have my baby so 
far away!  I got to spend the day and evening 
with the team and the NET staff  who were 
there.  They gave me a place among them that 
day. They made room for me and honoured 
me for the time I was there.  I felt completely 
accepted by them.  In spite of  the three or 
four languages being spoken in that team, 
the overwhelming thing was that God was 
everywhere with this team. God was everywhere 
and I got to be part of  that for a day.

ñ Tim Welbes, Houston, Texas

God bless all the families of  the NET team members 
who sacriþced a year with their sons and daughters so 
that they could proclaim the Gospel to others.



What’s New at NET?

I want to help 
renew the faith of 
Catholic youth in 

Canada!
Ç   I would like to give a one-time gift of:   $  _______ (Please enclose cheque or þll in credit card info below)
Ç   I would like to give a monthly gift of:   $  _______ 

Ç I would like to have a monthly gift deducted automatically from:
      Ç my chequing account:  (Please include a voided cheque)
      Ç my credit card:  Ç Visa    Ç MasterCard    Ç Other  ____   
  Card number   _____ - _____ - _____ - _____     Exp. Date ___ /____ 

ÇMr.    ÇMrs.    ÇMiss    ÇMr. & Mrs.    ÇOther_______________________
Name ___________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________  Province _______  
Postal Code _________________ Phone (______)__________________

Donations tax deductible 
(Reg. Charity # 89411 6854 RR0001)

NET Ministries of  Canada
1247 Kilborn Place 

Ottawa, ON K1H 6K9
613.521.4426 – fax 613.521.2541

www.netcanada.ca

I hereby authorize NET Ministries of Canada to make a monthly deduction from my 
bank chequing account or credit card for the amount indicated above.     
Signature _______________________________________   Date _________

FUNDING GOALS MET!
Thanks to our many generous partners across 
the country and beyond, we have met our 
fundraising goals for the fiscal year ending 
in June, 2005!  We have raised $440,000.  We 
are now working on raising the funds needed 
for the next fiscal year (July 2005 ñ June 
2006).  We need to raise $530,000 to support 
the work of  the teams which will begin their 
ministry in August.  We are expanding our 
ministry again this year by commissioning one 
more parish-based team, and sending a team 
Ireland for the entire school year, bringing 
our total number of  teams to 7.  

Won't you join us once again in proclaiming 
Jesus' life-saving Gospel message to Catholic 
youth?  The teams proclaim the Gospel to 
over 28,000 youth each year.  The money that 
is raised is used to train and supervise the 
teams, as well as pay for their vans, gasoline, 
insurance, retreat supplies, etc.  

You can support the work of  the teams, de-
scribed in this newsletter, by sending a cheque, 
or by using our convenient pre-authorized 
withdrawal system from your chequing ac-
count or credit card.  Together we can touch 
the hearts of  thousands of  teens!

THANK YOU, 
SISTERS OF CHARITY!

In honour of  the 160th anniversary of  the 
founding of  their congregation by Elizabeth 
Bruyere, the Sisters of  Charity  of  Ottawa 
recently donated $10,000 to NET Ministries 
of  Canada!  We are so very grateful for this 
generous gift .  In becoming our partners in 
ministry through this donation, the Sisters 
wish to increase awareness of  the found-
ress.  

Born in Quebec 
in 1818, Elizabeth 
moved to Ontario 
where she and her 
fellow sisters es-
tablished the first 
religious commu-
nity of  women in 
Bytown Ottawa.  
She spent her life 
in service of  the 

poor and sick, including opening a hospital 
and school, visiting prisoners, receiving aban-
doned and orphaned children and caring for 
immigrants.  Her main wish to tell everyone 
that "God is Love".  Mother Bruyere, pray 
for us.

FROM OUR MAILBAGé
"Thanks so much for sharing your faith with 
our young people from Saint Joachim's dur-
ing the retreat on March 13.  Your ministry is 
of  such great value and necessity, especially 
during these times.  You touched many hearts 
and we will be forever grateful.  Alleluia, al-
leluia, alleluia! ñ Sandy Mudge, Youth Ministry 
Coordinator, St. John, NB

“You are beautiful, wonderful, faith-filled 
people at NET, and I wish I could send 
more financially!  You are, and always will 
be, in my heart and in my prayers.  God bless 
you in your work.” ñ Rose Marie MacMullen, 
Belleville, ON

“It is with gratitude and appreciation that I 
write this letter to thank you for the valuable 
work your NET team has done during their 
stay in our diocese.  It was my first exposure 
to NET and I am truly impressed by the faith, 
enthusiasm and dedication of  the team mem-
bers as they spread the faith by word and 
deed. ...Youth and adults alike were deeply 
touched by the personal witness these young 
people gave of  their journey with Christ.  Not 
only their retreats, but also their simplicity of  
life is an inspiring witness to our faith.  They 
are, indeed, agents in the New Evangelization 
to which the late Pope John Paul II called all 
of  us, especially our young people."

ñ Bishop Nicola De Angelis, 
Diocese of  Peterborough, ON


